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The Criminal Justice System
The United States (U.S.) criminal justice system is ranked the top globally, with over seven million people under different correctional control forms. This seven million includes about two and a half million detained in national, state or local reformatories. However, in my opinion, these comprehensive statistics hide the colour inequality that prevails in the U.S. criminal justice system, specifically for blacks. But why this opinion? African Americans are more prone to being arrested than white Americans. After arrest, they are more exposed to conviction and later given longer jail sentences. A 2018 address to the United Nations discussing the U.S. criminal justice system showed that black colour adults were 5.9 times more prone to jail compared to white citizens, and Hispanics were 3.1 times as susceptible. Also, African Americans were 27 per cent of all adults arrested in the U.S. in 2016.  Black youths were 15 per cent of all, and black children accounted for 35 per cent of all arrested children in the country. These statistics vividly present immense disparities and inequality in the system. It is not mathematically possible that the minority of the total population makes the largest proportion in terms of appearance on the wrong side of the law.
Low-level offenders refer to people charged with low-level offences such as drug possession, shoplifting and driving with a suspended license (Goffman, 2009). At particular times, these offenders may fail to pay fines or make court appearances prompting their apprehension. Whereas some may argue that a safe space exists for such offenders where police officers should not apprehend them, I am of the opposite thought. Since the law is assumed blind and equal, the government should apply it equally for all offences. Offering safe space for low-level offenders, in my opinion, would catalyze a surge in criminality since these offenders will get tempted to engage in even worse crime when they perceive the law to be reluctant. Again, by offering safe space, a racial discrimination door is opened. Here, police officers may use the argument of safe space to safeguard white Americans from experiencing justice. Finally, the ultimate goal of any criminal justice system is to correct wrongdoers in society. Therefore, an offender who fails to adhere to the set jury's terms of any form of sentence or fine is not any different from a person engaging in other crime forms.
According to Ross (2012), there are sixteen common myths and world views related to U.S. correctional facilities. However, an example of a myth not captured in the article is that U.S. prisons are full of nonviolent drug offenders. Despite this myth, as of 2016, 55 per cent of those in state prisons had been convicted of a violent crime. In my view, state prisons do not allow conjugal visits because they see withholding of these rights as an element of inmate punishment. Similarly, I think that conjugal visits must never be allowed in correctional centres to ensure uniformity since not all inmates would be in a position to enjoy such visits. As a result of numerous misinterpretations of research findings by the public and policymakers (Ross, 2012), researchers and academics should ensure a clear explanation of research results to minimize these occurrences. Lastly, criminal justice actors must follow the law to the later and avoid questionable conduct, giving rise to unquestionable myths and world prejudices (McKenna, 2010). Also, criminal justice system authorities must deal with racial segregation, corruption, and double standards to eradicate the possible catalysts to stereotypes. In conclusion, I pose this question; what changes can be effected to the U.S. criminal justice system to eradicate racial disparities?
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